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CHAPTEE XII.

ANNUAL AND SECULAR VARIATIONS.

SEASONAL APPEARANCE OF THE SKY.

THE term " seasonal variation " is used in a twofold sense.
In the simpler case, it refers to the minute differences in
the appearance of the sky which are found at various
seasons in cyclones, etc. For instance, the rear of a
cyclone does not form cumulus cloud in the dry winter
months of Continental Europe; only blue sky is seen. In
damp England, cumulus is formed at all seasons; but is
much denser and more strongly marked in summer than
in winter. In like manner, a secondary which would
develop thunder in summer in Great Britain would only
produce heavy rain in winter. In this way seasonal is
exactly analogous to diurnal variation, for it modifies but
never changes the general character of the weather. The
intensity alone is ever altered.

BECURRENT TYPES OF WEATHER.

But of far more importance is that form of seasonal
variation which applies to the occurrence or recurrence of